
P. 1About Investing. Stay in tune...

ABOUT INVESTING

When considering your investment portfolio, regular reviews make sense to help manage 
your risks and keep you on track towards your investment goals. 

Stay in tune... 

February 2020

It’s your money and taking a step back to review your progress every so 
often will help keep you aware and in control of what’s happening with 
it. If you can see things are broadly on track, it’s an encouragement. And 
if you can see they’re not, you’re able to consider why based on facts, 
rather than emotions, and then make any adjustments you need. 

Three reasons for regular reviews

Investing is for the longer-term, usually five years or more, so once you’ve put in the effort to build a portfolio 
that’s right for you, it’s natural to sit back and focus on other things. But - just as you would service your car 
to keep it running as you need it to - there are good reasons to take a regular look under the bonnet of your 
portfolio. 

1. Staying in control 

Market movements can mean that, over time, you end up taking more 
or less risk with your money than you planned. For example, as stock 
markets rise, the proportion of your money that’s invested in higher-risk 
investment types, like shares, may get bigger because the value of those 
shares has increased. The opposite can be true too, potentially leaving 
you not taking enough risk to meet your long-term needs. 

Left unchecked for too long, the make-up of your investment portfolio 
may become quite different to how you intended it to be. So regular 
reviews to keep on track is always advisable. 

2. Keeping your 
balance
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As your life and personal priorities change, you may also want to change 
the risk profile of your portfolio into a different split of investment types. 
For example, as you approach retirement you may become less willing 
to take risks with at least some of your money, since there is less time to 
make up any lost ground in the event of a downturn. 

3. Responding to 
changing needs

Investment values go down as well as up, market 
conditions change and so can the costs, objectives, risk 
profile and performance of any fund you’re invested in. 
So when reviewing your portfolio it’s worth checking 
for context how investment markets are performing 
generally. It’s also worth looking for the latest KIID 
or KID for each of your funds to remind yourself what 
you’ve got and make sure you are still happy it’s 
working for you. 

Professional investors will often rebalance portfolios 
on a monthly or quarterly basis. That’s unlikely to be 
necessary for you as a private investor but making it a 
habit to check your portfolio every year or so would be 
a sensible step.

It can be easy once on your investing journey to lose 
sight of where you want to go. So it’s worth beginning 
each portfolio review by considering again what you 
want from your investments, the goals you want to 
achieve, how much you want to invest, whether your 
personal risk profile has changed and how investing fits 
into your wider finances. 

Tips

One approach would be to circle the same date in the diary each year to 
take a couple of hours out for a portfolio once-over, or if you feel things 
need more frequent attention, perhaps one at the beginning of each year 
and one in the middle. 

Another potential good time can be when a statement arrives. They are 
there to help you keep track and contain important information like the 
current value of your investments and how that compares to last time.

Whatever works best for you, a regular date should allow for some 
flexibility to respond to any significant changes.

Make regular 
reviews a habit

Focus on your 
goals

Whatever your goals in life, you’re more likely to stay on track if you stay 
in control. Ultimately, that’s what regular reviews are all about and why 
they are likely to form an integral part of any successful investing journey.  
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Important Information
This material is for information only and does not constitute an offer or solicitation to buy or sell any securities or other financial instruments, or to provide 
investment advice or services.

Past performance is not a guide to future performance. The value of investments and any income is not guaranteed and can go down as well as up and may be 
affected by exchange rate fluctuations. This means that an investor may not get back the amount invested.

Subscriptions to a portfolio may only be made on the basis of the current Prospectus and the Key Investor Information Document (KIID), as well as the latest 
annual or interim reports, which can be obtained free of charge on request, and the applicable terms & conditions. Please refer to the ‘Risk Factors’ section of 
the Prospectus for all risks applicable to investing in any portfolio and specifically this portfolio.

Opinions expressed within this document, if any, are current opinions as of the date stated and do not constitute investment or any other advice; the views are 
subject to change and do not necessarily reflect the views of Santander Asset Management as a whole or any part thereof.

Santander Asset Management UK Limited (Company Registration No. SC106669) is registered in Scotland at 287 St Vincent Street, Glasgow G2 5NB, United 
Kingdom. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). FCA registered number 122491. You can check this on the Financial Services 
Register by visiting the FCA’s website www.fca.org.uk/register. www.santanderassetmanagement.co.uk.

Santander and the flame logo are registered trademarks.

Let’s be clear!
Investment terms explained

Portfolio: a group of investments that are managed 
together to meet a particular objective.

Shares (often referred to as Equities or Stocks): In 
investing, this is a share of ownership in a company. 
Investing in a fund gives exposure to underlying share 
prices without investors actually owning the shares 
themselves.


